
Earth Day took place this 

year on a sunny, very 

warm day. Volunteers met 

near the corner of Chad-

bourne Way and Crest-

mont Drive for the annual ritual of clearing invasive grasses from a 

portion of the median to give the natives room to grow. 

As Tandy McGinty put it while we assembled an umbrella to pro-

vide shade for the refreshment table, “This happens every year—

we have nice, cool weather, and then on Earth Day it’s hot.” In 

fact, the high that day was 83°—three degrees below the all-time 

high of 86° set in 2009, just three years ago. 

As we spread out around the median to remove the non-native 

species, I remembered the advice my mother gave me as a child 

when she sent me out to weed her flowerbeds: pull them out by 

the roots, and shake off the dirt so it stays in the garden. In our 

case, her first bit of advice was true; the second, not so much. Ron 

Gartland, a vegetation analyst, told us that we should leave the dirt 

with the roots. The topsoil, he explained, was the result of fallen 

leaves that had mulched into topsoil. On our hillsides, he ex-

plained, good topsoil is actually an invitation to non-native plant 

species that wouldn’t thrive in the serpentine soil. They crowd out 

the native species like California Poppy, the endangered Presidio 

Clarkia, and others. The kind of soil we need for the native plants 

to dominate is low in nitrogen and phosphorous, minerals most of 

us add to our gardens with fertilizer. So, unlike our vegetable and 

flower gardens, what we 

need for the hillsides is 

actually poor soil. Go fig-

ure… 

The soil was for the most 

part still moist from last 

week’s rain, so it wasn’t 

hard to pull out whole clumps of the taller grasses (mainly Califor-

nia, or “Ripgut” Brome) along with their root balls full of soil. 

Some of the non-native plants look similar to the natives. It wasn’t 

always easy to tell them apart, especially without Ron to point out 

the differences. It was also hard to avoid occasionally pulling up a 

tiny California Poppy along with a clump of Brome. 

Weekend riders pedaled by on their bicycles as we worked in the 

sun, one of them calling out, “Earth Day, Yeah!” as she flew by. Our 

reaction was, “Great—how about stopping for a while and helping 

out?” But then, who could blame her? It was too nice a day to be 

pulling invasive grasses. But for those of us who participated, it 

was an opportunity to help improve the neighborhood, as well as 

to get to know more of our 

neighbors. 

Thank you to the volun-

teers, especially: Shelley 

Turner, who loaned us her 

driveway to unload garden-

ing tools and place the re-

freshment table; Tandy 

McGinty, who brought do-

nuts (the perfect fuel for 

pulling weeds); Ron Gartland, a vegetation analyst, who not only 

showed us which plants to pull and which ones to leave, but also 

helped with the cleanup; and Libby Shaaf, District 4 City Council-

woman, who came and pulled weeds with the rest of us. A special 

thank-you goes to John Delphey, who has made it his mission to 

see the median restored to a native state, and who not only 

helped with the cleanup, 

but coordinated the tool 

drop-off and pick-up with 

the City of Oakland—

eliminating the need for 

us to pick them up and drop 

them off ourselves. 
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M e e t  Yo u r  B o a r d  M e m b e r s  
Edna Hom—Vice-President 

Edna Hom and her husband Art 

moved to Crestmont in 1976, plac-

ing them among the most long-

term residents of Crestmont. They 

moved here from Concord to short-

en their commutes as well as to be 

closer to family and friends. Edna is 

a retired educator, but teaches pi-

ano to a small number of students; 

Art is also retired, in his case from a 

long career in the mental health 

profession. Art and Edna have 

three grown children; a daughter 

who lives in Silicon Valley, and a son 

and daughter who live in southern 

California. 

We have Sonja Proulx’s persistent 

recruiting efforts to thank for con-

vincing Edna to serve on the HCA 

board. Edna says, “Sonja was a 

board member, and used to call me 

about every six months to ask if I 

was ready to join the board herself. 

I finally gave in after more than four 

years, and I’ve been on the board 

since about 2004.” 

When I asked Edna what she liked 

most about living in Crestmont, she 

was emphat-

ic: “I like the 

people, I like 

the commu-

nity, and I 

love the 

parks—

regional, 

Woodmin-

ster…I’ve hiked the trails and met a 

whole lot of different people.” 

When I asked Edna to describe her 

most memorable event in Crest-

mont, she described a spontaneous 

recession party for the neighbor-

hood. The basic ground rule for the 

party, which was a potluck meal, 

was, in Edna’s words, “you gotta 

bring what’s in your refrigerator”. 

Sixteen people showed up, some of 

them bummed out because they’d 

planned trips that they could’nt 

take. “By the time we got to the 

Swedish meatballs, we couldn’t 

look at food.” 

Edna loves doing spontaneous 

things; “our block likes to party”, 

she says. “We include people. 

There are some people we’ve invit-

ed for 25 years. Ann McMillan start-

ed it off—she’s the one who got 

our neighborhood into party 

mode.” 

Edna hopes that “…we can occupy 

Oakland with our neighbors for the 

rest of our lives. I hope more peo-

ple will get involved in the 

board.” (Note: Edna and I met for 

this interview during the Occupy 

Oakland protests.) 



Security Update 
Dominic Reo 
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Over the past year Crestmont residents have expressed 
concerns to the Homeowners of Crestmont Association 
(HCA) board about neighborhood security, especially 
daytime burglaries. Board president Shirley Corrothers 
and the Security Committee have been gathering infor-
mation from the City Council, Renee Sykes (our Neigh-
borhood Services Coordinator), Community Policing 
Advisory Board member Angela Haller, and neighboring 
NCPC groups and homeowners’ associations. 

We have identified five main areas for enhanced securi-
ty opportunities: home security education, alert sys-
tems, Neighborhood Watch, home & neighborhood sur-
veillance cameras, and security patrols. 

Home Security Education: The HCA will provide resi-
dents with information by bringing security experts to 
the neighborhood via workshops and other activities. 
This requires homeowners to attend and act to target-
harden their homes by means such as installing security 
doors, better locks, or alarm or surveillance systems. 
Our first workshop on crime prevention technology 
(hardware and alarms) will take place at the May 9th 
general meeting. 

Alert Systems: E-mail notification of incidents and suspi-
cious activity by and to residents can have immediate 
impact by alerting both those in affected areas and the 
OPD to activity in progress. It doesn’t require equip-
ment beyond the computer or smart phone many peo-
ple already have. If residents report activity to securi-
ty@crestmont94619.org, the system administrator will 
distribute the information. If you leave an alert mes-
sage, please include specific information: the location of 
the activity, relevant details such as descriptions of indi-
viduals and vehicles involved (especially vehicle license 
numbers), and your contact information. 

Neighborhood Watch/Activities: Neighborhood Watch 
groups get homeowners involved and are the eyes and 
ears to see, hear, and report suspicious activity. Their 
effectiveness is limited only by the willingness of neigh-
bors to participate. If you don’t have one on your block 
or aren’t sure who the watch leader is, please contact 
Brenda Ivey; her contact information is in the Helpful 
Contact Information box in this newsletter. 

Home & Neighborhood Surveillance Cameras: Home 
security cameras monitor your home and record video. 
They are often part of home alarm systems offered by 

companies like ADT, Reed Brothers and Bay Alarm. 
Logitech also offers an internet-based security camera 
system with a wireless connection to your home com-
puter. A home security camera workshop for Crestmont 
residents is being planned; look for information on the 
website and in the newsletter. 

Neighborhood surveillance cameras involve placing cam-
eras with recording equipment on private property at 
intersections, and require host residents willing to main-
tain them. The usefulness for arrest or prosecution is 
limited by the ability of the recordings to show specific 
details (i.e. license plates, faces and criminal activity) 
and by the OPD’s ability to process them with only one 
officer for burglary investigation. These cameras are 
more about trying to solve crimes after they happen 
than about preventing them. 

Security Patrols: individuals or neighborhoods can con-
tract with private security companies to patrol the 
neighborhood. One advantage of security patrols is that 
someone who is trained and equipped to alert OPD 
would be on watch in the neighborhood. Their eyewit-
ness descriptions of suspects, vehicles and license num-
bers are very helpful for the OPD and District Attorney if 
an arrest is made. Enrollment of a certain number of 
residents in an alarm company patrol program could 
provide a discount and essentially cover the entire 
neighborhood. Discussions have begun on this but will 
require further research. 

Group discounts for individually contracted home secu-
rity: this would involve persuading alarm or private se-
curity companies to provide a discount based on an or-
ganized volume sign-up, or persuading security equip-
ment vendors to supply equipment at a volume dis-
count. Discounts have been proposed, but specific deals 
would require more negotiation and organization of 
homeowners. We plan to gauge the interest of home-
owners in this option at our general meeting, so please 
attend. 

These security efforts succeed best in an integrated 
fashion with Neighborhood Watch groups as the foun-
dation for cooperation and coordination to employ the 
methods that need group participation. The Security 
Committee continues to research options and will pro-
vide further information. If you have ideas, suggestions 
or questions please contact them through the website. 

mailto:security@crestmont94619.org
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The Homeowners of Crestmont Association (HCA) was formed in 1956 and 

incorporated on August 8, 1965 as a non-profit corporation. The association 

was created to manage the business affairs of the Crestmont Community and 

ensure that the property values and quality of life for all Crestmont homeown-

ers would be protected. 

Opinions expressed in this  publication are those of the writers and do not nec-

essarily reflect the opinions of the Homeowners of Crestmont Association. 

P.O. Box 13315 PMB-111 

Oakland, California 94610-0315 

www.crestmont94619.0rg 

Home

Happy Mother’s Day 

May General Meeting 

The Homeowners of Crestmont holds its general meeting from 7:00 until 9:00 p.m. May 9 at the Richard Trudeau 

Training Center, located at 11500 Skyline Boulevard (directly across Skyline Boulevard from the top of Crestmont 

Drive). 

Refreshments will be served  

At last November’s general meeting, Todd Paradis of 
Safeway’s northern California real estate department, 
presented Safeway’s plans to replace the Safeway store 
at Lincoln Square with a larger store including more ser-
vices and improvements to existing services. He stated 
at the time that there were two major requirements for 
moving ahead with the project: completion of a traffic 
and growth impact study the City of Oakland was per-
forming, and finalization of an agreement with First 
Covenant Church to establish a single entry point for 
the church and the shopping center. I contacted Todd 
in early April for a progress update; here’s what I 
learned. 

The city and the traffic consultant have been working 
on traffic-related impacts and growth assumptions for 
the project; Todd didn’t have information about the 

target completion date. Todd’s understanding was that 
the church’s attorney was reviewing the draft agree-
ment with Safeway and would reply to Safeway with 
comments in January. Unfortunately, Todd is unaware 
of any response. Because the project cannot move for-
ward without an agreement, there has been very little 
progress since January. 

We’ll provide updates as we get new information. 

Helpful Contact Information 

City of Oakland Neighborhood Services web page: 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/CityAdministration/d/NSD/index.htm 

Neighborhood Watch: Brenda Ivey, 510-238-3091, bivey@oaklandnet.com; 

www.oaklandnet.com/neighborhoodwatch 

OPD Neighborhood Services Coordinator: Renee Sykes, 510-238-7929 

OPD Non- emergency line: 510-777-3333 

Update: New Safeway for Lincoln Square 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/CityAdministration/d/NSD/index.htm
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